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BERLIN CAPTIVATES PHILADELPHIA,
BUT HOW DOES HE MANAGE IT?

Some Considerations of the Unusual Music Treat in
“Stop! Look! Listen!” and of Rag-
time in General

THI-‘.‘ question which agitates musical
breasts in Philadelphia today s not
concerned too much with the respective
mearits of Schoenberg and Skriabin, The
performance of “‘Rosenkavalier,” mnext
Tuesday, is interesting, but it Isn't im-
portant. Nothing is important except
this:

In what key does Irving Herlin com-
pose?

Granting that it s not vital to the sub-
ject, It would be interesting to know the
answer, A writer in The Theatre says F-
sharp, another says B.flat. Still others
gay that Mr. Berlin writes in ¢ and G
And there s a wonderful story aboul this

shifting, transporing keyboard. Mr. Her-
lin is a Bgure.
His second great success |s with us

just now in "Stop! Look!! Listen!!."™ and
the success preceding that, “Watch Your
Step,” la acheduled for Christmas week,
so we ought to know a great deal about
him. Unfortunately there is little to
know, but that jittle is good. Mr. Berlin
was a cabaret singer and then he wrote
“Alexander's Rag-time Band" After
that, the deluge.

But who has forgotten Alexander, the
glorification of ragtime? In “The New
Republic” Mr. Hiram k. Moderwell has
called mgtime the one true American
music, and it {5 rather appropriate that
its chief exponent should be a
Jew, In separate songs, “Alexander,”
“The International Rag"” ard “Waiting
for the Robert E. Lee™ and “Everybody’'s
Doing It,”" all of which, T balieve, are from
the same brain, syncopation, the easen-
tial thing, has been exploited. In “Stcp!
Look!! Listen!'!™ It has gone mad.

Lintening to it casually you recognise
the types of song. You hear again “I'm
Here and You're Here™ and *This Ia the
Life™ You ecatch echoes of “He's a
Devil” and of most of the sentimental
songs tnat manage to keep pace with the
rollicking ragtimes. But the accents are
shifted and re-shifted. there is no end
to syncopation, and the marvel of It Ia
that it is not Two bers,
“The Hula-Hula” and the magnificent
“Ragtime Melodrama'™ are the highlights
of the whole seriea

The first of thess s distinguinhed by the
extraordinary way in which it Injects
pure Americanism, the jerky, high-
spirited snappiness of our normal life,
into a lazy, sensucus and exotic atmos-
phere, and doea not sucrifica one thing
to the other. The second, even more un-
psual, is a perfect dictionary of ragtime.
Virtuaily every manner and every style s
represented, and the bizarre action, the
absurd words which are carefully ad-
justed to the music, make it the more en-
Joyable,

Mr, Berlin iz credited with a desire to
write the Ereat American opefa,
syneopation. When yYou rememl
bo dul the *“International Rag."

an
perishable work both in immediate .\pvcal

sheer musicnl excellence, In an |
o, yvou muy well believe that ne
will succeed. The only weak thing in
the ragtime manner is its sentiment, and
that is c¢hiefly due to the lack of melodis

and in
hour or

invention. But ragtime exploits the ele-
ment in musie ha= the most potent ap-
peal, namely rhythm, It is o libertine,
and like some famous Hbertines, it estab-
lishe=s | f above ancient laws and
fopied traditions G, V. 8

The first free Sunday concert of the
hiladelphin Orchestra will be given at
the Metropolitan Opora Howse, Decem-
ber 19, ar 3 o'elock : will be di=-

1 on Wednes-

tributed by the ney 2
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day, December 16, at % in the
MOrning. The program will be that|
Waegner program which was heard with
such pleasure o few weeks ago at the

wlemy. Details of  the EvesiNg

paki's distribution will be piven later

At last Philadelphin will have an op-
portunity of passing judgment on Richard
Strauss’ “Der Rosenkavalier.” It will be
presented at the opern house, on North
Broad street, next Tuesday evening by the
Metropolitan Opera Company. Although
it has been done In New York for two
seasona past, the composer had up lo the
present not granted the permission for a

Philadelphin production. However, Fhil-
adelphla will be none the worse for the
delay, for in the form in which the Metro-

politan Company now presents this much-
tnlked-of work and with the cuts made
by the new conductor, Mr. Artur Bodan-
skyv (reducing it2 length by hslf an hour)
“Ler Rosenkavaller” as a popular enter-
tainment has doubly increased In valve,
“Der Hosenkavalier,” which may be
tranzlated “The Hose Bearer,” *"The
Knight of the Rouse,” or "The Rose Cava-

Ues,” had Itz first performance in Dres-
den, Germany, Janvary 35, 1911 Its Amer-
lcan premicre in New York taok place De-
comber 9, 1313 Although the book Is by
Hugo von Hoffmanistal, who furnished the
text for Doctor Strauss’ “Electra,” this
later opera s a wide departure from the
former, and Is quite as different both in
subject matter and in style from the sen-
sational “Salome.” The librettist called
his book "a comedy for music,” and the
work might be described as a “grand
comic opera' It is worth noling that
there is a waltz theme running all through
it that ia sure to grip the hearer and al-
most tempt him to whistle it as he Is leav-
ing the opern house. This fact alone
shouid dissipate all fears on the part of
the “man in the street™ that the opera
mizht be “over his head.” For. although
Doctor Strauss exploits all his own lech-
nizal resources und those of the modern
orchestra, the musie is thoroughly undere
standable from begioning to end.

General Manager Gatti-Casazza has
given “Der Rosenkavaller”™ a most sumptu-
oun stage setting, while the cast is ad-
mittedly an ideal one. Mme.

Ober’s impersonation of the boyiah lover,
Octavian, hero of the plecs, being lrre-
aistibly fascinating. Mme Hempel In
thought by many to be at her best as the
Princess. Mr. Goritzs makes of Baron
Ochs a most comical charnetar.
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A program of greal wvariety and con-
trast, ranging from Bach to Debussy, and
a distinguished soloist in the person of
Em'le de Gogorza, the baritone, will be
features of the Philadelphla Orchestra
concerts on Friday afternoon and Satur-
urday evening next, when the following
numbers will be presented:

Sulte Mo. 2, In B minoe. ...cocvcancann. Hach
Arta “IHans lmpllw-blq" from

“lphigenis en Aulide” vew Gl
Emillo de Gogor:a

Symphony Ko, 2 in D ("London™}...... Hayln

L Apres midl dun Faune™. ... ...
Serenade from “'La Damoation de Faust™

Fmillo de Gogorza
“LEApprentl Soecder’t . ... .cciaencasisss .Dulkas

The anly recital of Paderewski that i3
scheduled for this season In Philadelphin
will be given in the Academy of Music
next Wednesday afrernoon, December 15,
| at J o'clock. The program in full ls as
follows:

l—Sonatz. Op K.
AllrgTo con Brio,
Adaglo molto,
Allegreite modemto,

Prestisahmo,
3-Impremptu, Op M2 ..., PR - L L
.‘l---r-am B minsor PRI — &
é—ia) Pallzdo in F nu\nr
(b} Imprempqu in ¥-uharp major

- etthoven

MUKICAL

Plane
Valce
Vielln
Theary
Mandolin
iultar
Panje
Harp
Callr

Elocution

100 W. CHELTEN AVE.

Offers Facllitles for Complate Musiesl
Education, Speclal Courses for Childrem
Pupils preparsd for Concert and Teach-
Ing Profession Faculty of Sixtean Artista
Hooklet. GREORGE C, KRICK, Director

"ROLLO MAITLAND
FELILOW AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANINTS
CONCERT ORGANIST

“Recital ons of the fineat yst glven im the
Anditorlum "~—Springfield Republican

Instruction in Organ, Pm Theory
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Susqueha
MANDOLIN, BANJO. GUITAR. ZITHER

(2) Two Masurhns
(d) Two Eiudes
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g# Fiude in C major
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Volkmann
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Bach-
(1] Llﬂnt‘ﬂ;! fhasnsesssn. WagnerLisst
3. Tenor t
(a) Arfm from “Manen™........Mzeeenet
(b) “Die Drel «vves Herrmann
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4 Vielin 2
{a) A-hdo PTG ———
b) nm::- desanasenessvss TRl
s for “Credo,” from
“Otulle’* sts T EINi et s nseentve D
James Howall
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Emil F. Sehmlit, "H‘Ihﬂ Behmide,
7. Tenor son,
ta) from “Jeoelyw'"......Codusd
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the pearl. They fnd the dragon, and just
as be is about to attack them they pour
the tabasco sauce down his threat and
be coughs up the pearl As they Bee with
the gem they lock back and ses the
monster being consumed by fire from the
burning condiment. Seeking the Sultan
to claim the reward, the sallor discovers
the supposed beantifui princeas to De an
unprepomsessing old woman; so, turning
his companion back Ints a monkey, be
sots aail on the magic carpet for New
York, intending to disposs of the peari
Ho takes it to & pawnshop, only to find

the gem ls a counterfsit aod fn worth
only 30 centa

WHAT THE DANCING
TEACHERS THINK

An Official Statement From the
Philadelphia A e
Teachers of Dancing

By J. Joseph Cantelly

Chalrmun Press Committes
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standandizsing the steps of the
dunces. Heterogeneity was cast to the

MARTEL’S ACADEMY
1710 North Broad Street
Prof. J. Figel and Miss E. Cope

INSTRUCTORS AND DEMONSTRATORS

Beginners' Class Tuesday Night

Followed b Recwption : COrchestrs.
Competent Lady and Gentlsmen Assistants.
RECEPTIONS EVERY
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
____ PRIVATE LESSONS DAILY

GRAND OPENING DANCE

HSATUKDAY EVENING, DNEC, 15, 1918

Overbrook Dancing Academy
152517 NORTH TH BT
SPECIAL ONESTEr COX
THRREE CASH PRIZES
Scholars’ Heception Monday
Clism ‘Thursday Night,
[:u.:-'"'wi*n'u PATL I, MacDONALD
marmerly of Loeser's Academy.
Hpevial Dandes svary Saturday evening.

SELECT ORCHRSTRA

NEW PALAIS DE DANSE

713 NORTH BROAD STRERT

GHRAND OPENING TONIGHT
MONDAY, Caah
Dee. 13th Dm Prizew

Manager. FROF HERCULES CONDAX

m*-v KERNAN, 242 W, Seymour St an-
noincss that Mr. JACK BULLY, Naw !Dﬂ'l
rpular Tescher and Demonstrator, (s now
mavocintel with ber 'I.r--im-u nns‘ hoar, day
or svening (lermantown GI4T

JH! ABOUT OUR GUARA '\'TIID COURSER

ool Clase Fridey Aﬂml 4 to 4
Private mlnym . Bal. 32863099 J.
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SCHOLANS TIUEADAY & THIMISDAY EVGS,
EASY TO LEARNY BY OUR METHGD
Eﬂl’" ™™ fﬂ‘ﬂz'l‘)v E
] A A AF APINMNTMENT
Clarence H. Brady & h M. Baral, Instrec

C ﬂ.LWOOD CARPENTER

SCHOOL. OF DANCING

ETUDIO BUSY TWELVE HBOURS A
ALL THE YEAR "ROUND.

" SPECIAL RATES
6 PRIVATE LESSONS, $5
“SRE YOUR OWN PROGERESE"

Talie your lessons in one of our separaie pris
mmmm; walching your
n advancemant.

FOWLER’S PRIVATE STUDIO I..-M New York qu &3 h
Pereonal nstructlon ::_!‘ bour ﬂm Open Day amd Bees
mak intment. i}
Phone—Prankford 360 T. THE m
—— _ 150 CHESTNUT STRERET
Keith Ballreom Beawtifel Private -
Wroes Clarses Momiay & Friday Evesives. | Y, Dlm!‘ mo x.
v smon e h i ren—
I?,:'u;."nli;nn. -t‘ﬂ::m 'n-m:-'.' Bultding= Privale Lessuns Day ar FPhone Dh. m
FREDERIC GENSBURG e specialize on isaching simpiifed dances |
Olmﬂ&ﬁmﬁﬁ RATES Call and secure trial | . 20a

FARK AVE and
BUSQUHMANNA
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Students
CARL 0
Private and Clnss
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USUAL SCHOLARS
Mon., Tuee. & Thurs.
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